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OM WMared 12719 ZODA, my 290 BRTHDAY, WHILE ExrloRING THE VILLAGE oM THE Yumuna
SIDE OF THE SANGAM (COMFLUENCE oF THREE wiERs: (BAMGA, YumuMA AMD SARAZLATI, 1M
LLANABAD, UTTAR PrApcsy, Idpial, T FELL ofF A BIKE INTo A DITEH AMND TORE ALL THE
MATOR LIGAMEMTEZ I8 My LEFT KMEE, LEAVING My LEG M A BRACE AMD ME UMPING ARouMD
WITH A BAMBOO STiCk.

TAST FORWARD To ouR FRaT DAy N WazAid, WADieA PRADESN.

AFTER TAKING ouR MORMING BATHE N THE Holy SHIPRA RWER, SAUGAT (A LONG TIME FRIEND
AMD EREATIWE PARTMER of mINE fRom MNEw DeEupd AMp T TooM A sEAT oM THE sTEPs, Fidp-
ING sHADE fRom THE 1100 DEGREE suM, uMDER A TREE AND MEXT To A GRour of (mosTly
MAKED & AsH COVERED) MAGA sADHus, FRom JumA PKHARA (THE LARGEST AMD OLDEST ORGAMI-
BATION OF ASLETIES wio woRsie SHWA). Wy UmMPING ur THE sTEPS AMD STRUGGUMG To &IT
WITH My LEFT LEG IN A BRACE WAS PLENTYy TO WARRANT ATTENTION. fALMOST IMMEDIATELy
SEVERAL SADHUE WERE EDGING CLOSER TO US, ASKING WHAT WAPPEMED AMD wWHO wE WEREL
DAUGAT WAS CARRyING THE BAG oF EGUIPMEMT (DIGITAL STILL CAMERA, DIGITAL VIDED CAMERA,
35mm ETILL CAMERA, MIMI DISC RECORDER, MICROFPHOME, HEADFHOMES, DV TAPES, FiLm AMD MmN
piges), Pasummg T kMEw LEss Hinpl tHAM T Db, THE sADHUS BEGAM To ASK SAUGAT wHe
HE wAS N RELATION To ME, “PARE you WER GUIDE OR WER BoDyGUARDS - (UE JOKED AND SAD
wE WERE BROTHER AND SISTER;, MATURALLy Mo odE BEUEVED us, AS wE Look NOTHING ALIKE.
FidALLy =1Lk OF BEING GUESTIOMED, SAUGAT BEGAM TO Pull FROM THE BAG SOME OF THE
GEAR TO SHOWw THEWM AND ExPLAIN N wWORDE TO wHitH THEy COULD RELATE, " SHE 16 My GuRu.
Thousd T WAD MVITED HIM To TRAVEL wITH ME AS My ASSISTANT, I CoulpN'T BELEVE my
EARE. " SHE 15 TEACHING ME FHOTOGRAPHy, VIDEDGRAPHy AMD SoudD WECORDING,  WE EoMTINUED.
I MEVER IMAGIMED THEy woulD BEUEVE R, Muth LESS How FAR THIZ SUGHTLy RIDIEULOUS
RUMCR would Go.

PERiAPS 1T wAS oMLy Two DAyS LATER, 1 wAs UMPING THRoUGH THE PAKHARA cAmes, Dowd
THE MAIM ROAD RumMING ALOMG SDE THE SHPRA RWER, wHEN OME MAGA CALLED ouT To ME
To ComE JoI WM By Wiz DHuMA (sAtRED FREY. Hiz PERSIETEMCE wod oVER My RELUETAMEE,
AMp T sAT To JomM WM. " IVE HEARD ALL ABOUT you AMD HAVE BEEM WAITING To MEET youl
Suen AW woMoR T 1slT HE sam, PullMG out A 445 PHOTO ALBUM FROM i3 SMALL BABA
BAG. EAGERLy HE FUPPED THROUGH THE PAGES TO SHOW ME HIS PHOTOS AMD ASKED To My
uTTER AsToMHMENT, “Pm T Goob ENOUGH TO BE youR STUBENTS

Pyt THAT MomMENT T HAD CRoSSED oVER THE UNE. T wAzs Mo LOMGER A FRETREXAR (A Foum-
MALETY, Mo LOMGER JUST A PHOTOGRAPHER OR FILMMAKER LIKE ALL THE OTHER wHITE KIDS wITH
cAMERAS. IM THAT IMSTAMEE T HAD ®BECoME, MOT GUITE OME of THER owd, BuT UM ALL My
ATTEMPTE To DOLUMENT THEM) CLosER To THEM THAM T imAGmERr 1 eVER wouln. Dy THE
FIReT FPRotEzsion (A PARADE OF ASLETIEE AND DISCIFLES FoLLowING THER GuRus, RIDING oM
LHARIOTS) THROUGH THE Towd of Wssam, T §AD A CRfw ofF sEVERAL MNAGA SADWUS, AUDITIOM-
ING THETR ALBUMS, COMING To ME FOR ROLLE OF FiLm, usiNG My DIGITAL EGUIPMENT AND
EVEMTUALLy (A3 ouR RoLE: stowly REVERSED) GETTIMNG THER owM PHOTOS OF ME PUBLISHED M
LOCAL MELSPAPERE.

THEy REALZED THE IMPCRTAMCE oF THER RECORDED WISTORy. | REALZED How ANy FOREIGNER
PoOMTIMG A& CAMERA AT THEM EHAMGEZ THER EMNTIRE MATURAL PREREMEE., AND MORE IMPORE-

TANTLY How B0 MAMy OTHER IJOURMALIETE BEFORE ME HAVE EXPLOITED THER SEMBATIOMALIEM.

THE oMLy wAy To MEGOTIATE THIE DILEMMA 13 To PROVIDE THEM THE MEAME To DOCUMENT
FOR THEMSELVES.





